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an Jntroduction td the Psalter. .

There can be no doubt, therefore, that in thus using the
Psalter as a treasury of truths respecting Christ and His
Church, which God the Holy Ghost Himself has filled from
the treasury of Divine wisdom, we are strictly following the
course ‘which our Lord and His Apostles first pointed out.
And when, offering up to God of that which He has given us,
we take these truths out of this treasury, and cause them to
ascend to the Throne of His grace as the chief meaning of
our words of praise, we make such a use of them as is most
accordant.with the habits of the saints, and with the teaching
of our infallible Guide. Thus we praise Christ as God Whose
Throne is from everlasting ; Christ Who comes in the Incar-

nation, saying, “ A Body hast Thou prepared Me;” Christ,
! use of the Psalter will give to those who sing it day by day,

the Stone set at nought by the builders, but becoming the
Head of the corner; Christ bearing the sins of the world, and
saying, as the Representative of sinners, “‘ Lord, rebuke Me
not in Thine indignation ;” Christ, under the eclipse of sin
borne for others, crying, *“ My God, My God, why hast Thou

forsaken Me?” Christ, reigning from His Cross, lifted up

that He may draw all men unto Him ; Christ, awaking right
ea.rlé' on the morning of the Resurrection ; Christ, the King
of Glory, carrying our nature within the everlasting gates;
Christ, sitting on the right hand of God until all His enemies

be made His footstool ; Christ, the true Vine of Unity and
Sacramental life, brought out of Eprt that it might take
root, and fill the land with a people wondrously made one
with Christ Himself.

Nor need we fear, even beyond those many. applications of
the Psalms in this manner which are given us in the New
Testament, to seek for others also in uninspired wisdom and
Christian common-sense : especially if we take for our guides
the many holy and learned writers who have striven humbly,
reverently, and with deep faith to follow the line so: clearly
marked out for them, and to search the Psalms for Him that
hath the Key of David that they might make an acceptable
offering of praise in their worship before the Ark. Such a

some experience of the devout and happy feelings which
David himself had when he sang, ‘“My soul shall fe satis.
fied, even as it were with marrow and fatness: when my
mouth praiseth Thee with joyful lips.” ’

In the Annotations which are given with each Psalm in the
following pages the principal object of the writer has been to
draw out the spiritual meaning which has here been indicated.
For historical and explanatory notes the reader is referred to
the Annotated Bible. .

CLASSIFIED PSALMS.

The SEVEN PENITENTIAL PsartmMs .
The Stx PAssioN PsALMs .

The Five MESSIANIC PsALMS . . .
The F1rTEEN SONGS OF DEGREES . . .
The GrREAT HALLELUJAH . . . .

Pss, vi. xxxii. xxxviii. li. cii. exxx. exliil
Pss. ii. xxii. xxxviii. lix. Ixix. Ixxxviii,

. Pss. ii. xvi. xxii. xlv, ex.

. Pss. cxx—cxxxiv.

. Pss. cxiii——cxviii.



THE PSALMS OF DAVID.

Psalterium Davidicum ad usum Ecclesi
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MORNING PRAYER. ‘
THE I PSALM. '
Beatus vir, qui non abiit, ’
LESSED is the man that hath not walked

in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood |
in the way of sinners : and hath not sat in the:

. Dar 1

.
.

Historical :—
David;
mises made to
respectin

PSALMUS I

‘BEATUS vir qui non abiit in consilio impi-
pre orum, et in via peccatorum non stetit : et
gsehe in cathedra pestilentias non sedit :

the

seat of the scornful. e
2 But his delight is in the law of the LoD : 'S8 ®.'sway | Sed in lege DoMiNI voluntas ejus : et in lege

and in His law will he exercise himself day and
night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
water-side : that will bring forth his fruit in due
season.

4 His leaf also shall not wither : and look,
whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper.

b As for the ungodly, it is not so with them :
but they are like the chaff, which the wind
scattereth away from the face of the earth.

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to
stand in the judgement : neither the sinners in
the congregation of the righteous.

7 But the Lorp knoweth the way of the
righteous : and the way of the ungodly shall
perish.

Easter

THE II. PSALM.
Quare fremuerunt gentes ?
“7 HY do the heathen so furiously rage to-

gether : and why do the people imagine
a vain thing?

7.1
Litirg.

tins,

Mattins, 1st Noct,

8ve Mattins. Corp.
Christ.,

Hist. David; the
gromises made to
im respectin;
Messiah.

Mattins. .
. Sunday Mat- |

Christm. Mattins,
1st Noct. d
Friday,

Passion Ps. 2.

Messianic Ps. 1.

Day_and | Ejus meditabitur die ac nocte.

st Noct.

Et erit tanquam lignum, quod plantatum est
secus decursus aquarum : quod fructum suum
dabit in tempore suo :

Et folium ejus non defluet : et omnia qua-
cunque faciet prosperabuntur.

Non sic impii, non sic : sed tanquam pulvis
quem projicit ventus a facie terrz.

Ideo non resurgent impii in judicio : meque
peccatores in concilio justorum. .

Quoniam novit DoMINUS viam justorum : et

1 iter impiorum peribit.
the
{2 Sam.

Easter Day

& B PSALMUS 1L

| UARE fremuerunt gentes : et populi meditati
sunt inania ¢

st Noct.

Goo
1st Noct.

PSALM 1.

Beyond the obvious moral meaning of this Psalm, it contains
a pro;’)hetic laudation of the holiness of Christ. He is “the
Man” to Whom we sing, ‘¢ Blessing, and glory, and wisdom,
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might,” as
the Lamb o%God, Who is God, throughout the Psalms. In
this particular Psalm He is praised as the one only wearer of
our nature in Whom pure and perfect holiness has been found
during the time of earthly sojourn and probation. In His
temptation, He walked not in the counsel of the Wicked
One, stood not in the way of sinners by yielding thereto, and
refused the temporal cathedra which was offered Him (though
it seemed to bring Him in a moment that sovereignty which
could otherwise only be won through suffering), because it
was the throne of the Evil One, the %rince of this world, and
not the throne of the Cross. His delight was to do the will of
Him that sent Him, in the day while there was glad sun-
shine and time to work, and in the night too, when all was
eclipse, and darkness, and sorrow. eing made perfect
through suffering, He became the origin of perfection in
others; the Corn of Wheat cast into the ground to die and
to spring up again with a power of life-giving in its own

1 N.B.—Onl{ the text of the Psalms themselves is here printed, not-
withstanding the above title: and they are placed in the order of the
modern, not of the ancient Psalter : the ancient order being indicated in the
central notes. The York'and Hereford Breviaries had the same arrange-
nient of the Psalter as the 8alisbury.

resurrection; the Corn and Wine of the Tree of Life, planted
by that River the streams whereof make glad the City of
God ; a fruit of sacramental life for the regeneration, edifica-
tion, and resurrection of souls. Nor can any of His work
fail through any deficiency of its own; for whatsoever He
doeth, whether of grace towards men, or of Intercession
towards God, it shall prosper, because it is His.

As for The Ungodly who sets up his kingdom against that
of Christ, opposing Him first by the Jews, then by the
Heathen, and at all times by sin, the end will prove how
great the contrast! The Wind of Pentecost will at last
scatter altogether all the opponents of the Kingdom of God,
as it has been doing in part ever since its first sound was
heard. For them there will be no defence in the dreadful
Day of Judgement, nor any place in the Communion of glorified
saints. Only the path which He has marked out, Who said,
“I am the way,” can lead to the Presence of God; and they
who go in the path of the adversary must take their lot with
him.

Blessed is the follower of the Man Christ Jesus, who walks
in His way, and endureth temptation with stedfastness ; for
after ‘his trial and victory he also shall receive a crown of
life, which the Lord Jesus, the righteous Judge, hath pre-
pared for them that love Him, that they may reign with
Him in His glory.

PSALM IIL
This is a Hymn, at once, of our Lord’s suffering and of
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- ¢he Psalms.

Ist Day. [Ps. 3]

2 The kings of the earth stand up, and the
rulers take counsel together : against the LoRrb,
and against “His Anointed.

3 Let us break their bonds asunder ; and cast
away their cords from us.

4 He that dwelleth in heaven, shall laugh
them to scorn : the Lorp shall have them in
derision. _

5 Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath :
and vex them in His sore displeasure.

6 Yet have I set My King : upon My holy hill
of Sion.

7 I will preach the law, whereof the LorD hath
said unto Me : Thou art My Sox, this day have
I begotten Thee.

8 Desire of Me, and I shall give Thee the
heathen for Thine inheritance : and the utmost
parts of the earth for Thy possession.

9 Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of iron :
and break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings :
learned, ye that are judges of the earth.

11 Serve the LorD in fear : and rejoice wnto
Him with reverence.

12 “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and so
ye perish from the right way : if His wrath be
kindled (yea, but a little) blessed are all they
that put their trust in Him,

be

THE III. PSALM.
Domine, quid multiplicati ?

ORD, how are they increased that trouble
me : many are they that rise against me.
2 Many one there be that say of my soul :

a_iz.e. His Messiah
[Heb.], His Christ
[Greek].

& Tloipeaveis abrods.,
[LXX.]

¢ .e. Offer Him hom-
age as a Sovereign. |

Hist. David; re-
specting Absalom’s
rebellion. [2 Sam.
15. 30; 16, 14; 17.
2,

‘ Astiterunt reges terra, et principes convenerunt
in unum : adversus DoMINUM, et adversus CHRIs-
TUM Ejus.

Dirumpamus vincula eorum : et projiciamus a
nobis jugum ipsorum. ‘

Qui habitat in ccelis irridebit eos : et DoMINTS
subsannabit eos. -

Tunc loquetur ad eos in ira Sua : et in furore
Suo conturbabit eos.

Ego autem constitutus Sum Rex ab eo super
Sion'montem sanctum Ejus : preedicans preeceptum
Ejus. :

Dominus dixit ad Me, Filius Meus es Tu :
Ego hodie genui Te.

Postula a Me, et dabo Tibi gentes heaereditatem
Tuam : et possessionem Tuam terminos terrz.

*Reges eos in virga ferrea : et tanquam vas
figuli confringes eos. '

Et nunc reges intelligite : erudimini qui judi-
catis terram.

Servite DomMiNo in timore : et exultate Ei cum
tremore.

Apprehendite disciplinam, nequando irascatur
DoMmiINUS : et pereatis de via justa.

Cum exarserit in brevi ira Ejus : beati omnes
qui confidunt in Eo.

PSALMUS IIL
DOMINE, quid multiplicati sunt qui fribulant

me ? multi insurgunt adversum me.
Multi dicunt animee mez : Non est salus ipsi

There is no help for him in his Gon. Linrg. $.3. 8. |in DEO ejus.
3 But Thou, O Lorp, art my defender : Thou | sel. M| Tu autem, DoMINE, susceptor meus es : gloria
Eastern, A daily

art my worship, and the lifter up of my head.

4 T did call upon the Lorp with my voice ;
and He heard me out of His holy hill.

5 I laid me down and slept, and rose up again :
for the Lorp sustained me. :

6 I will not be afraid for ten thousands of the

Morning Psalm,

mea, et exaltans caput meum.

Voce mea ad DoMINUM clamavi :
me de monte sancto Suo.

Ego dormivi, et soporatus sum :
quia DoMINUS suscepit me.

Non timebo millia populi circumdantis me :

et exaudivit

et exsurrexi,

His victory, and therefore a Psalm for Easter Day. Its true
meaning is shewn by the quotations from it in Acts iv. 25,
26, by SS. Peter and John, and by those in Acts xiii. 33,
Heb. i. 5, and v. 5, by St. Paul. The manner in which it is
quoted by the former may lead to the conclusion, however,
that the Psalm is spoken of the mystical Body of Christ, as well
as of the Messiah Himself ; and of the Church also it may,

. indeed, be sung that she gained her victory over the world

by suffering.

To this day the question may be asked, Why did the
‘* heathen,” and *‘ the people ” of the Jews, persecute Christ
and His Church as they did? ¢ We will not have this Man
to reign over us,” was their cry for ages, as it is of the Jews
still; and yet God’s irresistible law had gone forth that His
eternally-begotten Son should establish a supreme spiritual
Empire upon earth, which should gather within its embrace
all nations, to make them ¢ the Kingdoms of the Lord and
of His Christ.” And now the Good Shepherd has broken
asunder all other universal empire, that He might guide and
gather men with His staff into the unity of His fold, While
the world cries to break away the bands and to cast away
the ii)kes, He is ever crying, ‘‘Take My yoke upon you . . .
for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light :”” and the ven-

geance of the Lord has been displayed in that loving compul- -

sion by which He has led His enemies to true wisdom and
learning, by leading them to do reverent service and homage
to the Son of Man. : .

Thus the Cross of the Passion has become the triumphant

Banner of the Resurrection ; and the sign of the Son of Man,
which was once the badge of shame, surmounts the proudest
tokens of earthly glory, to signify that He against Whom the
world exalted itself in vain has become ¢ King of kings and
Lord of lords.”

PSALM IIL

In David, persecuted by his son Absalom, the light of
Gospel analogy shews us a type of Christ coming to His own
and His own receiving Him not. On Palm Sunday the
multitude led Him in triumph to Jerusalem, but on Good
Friday they led Him before Herod and Pilate ; so that they
were ‘‘increased ” that troubled Him by rejecting Him, and
become ‘‘many” that rose against Him, ‘‘saying, Crucify
Him, crucify Him.” Litera%ly, the mockers said, ‘““He
trusted in God ; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have:
Him : ” figuratively, the whole world looked on His Passion
and said, “ We did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God,
and afflicted.”

But, as in the preceding Psalm, the voice of sorrow is turned
into a song of joy; and in the depths of His Passion the
suffering Man of Sorrows could say, ‘‘ Father, into Thy
hands I commend My spirit,” knowing that He would be the
Lifter up of His head in the Resurrection and in the coming
Kingdom. )

So may the Church-take up the words of Christ, and set
aside all fear when the world opposes the work of God, know-.



